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The Bristol School of Anaesthesia was established in 1996.  One of 12 Postgraduate schools in the Severn Deanery it runs a comprehensive training programme which follows Royal College of Anaesthetists guidelines.  The School teaches the theory and application of all facets of medical education for anaesthetists.  Hospitals in the School include: University Hospitals Bristol (including Bristol Royal Infirmary, Bristol Royal Hospital for Children, St Michael’s Hospital, Bristol Eye and Dental Hospitals), North Bristol Hospital (including Frenchay and Southmead sites), Royal United Hospital Bath, Cheltenham General Hospital, Gloucestershire Royal Hospital, Great Western Hospital Swindon, Weston General Hospital and Yeovil District Hospital. The Bristol School of Anaesthesia aims to provide high quality training in anaesthesia, intensive care and pain medicine.

The Bristol School of Anaesthesia covers the counties of Gloucestershire, Somerset, Wiltshire and Bristol.  The area is popular for leisure activities, not only due to its temperate climate but also to its variety of topographical features.  Cheddar Gorge, Symonds Yat, the Avon Gorge and the Cotswolds are ideal for rock climbers, walkers and horse-riders. Bristol and Bath are world renowned centres for hot air ballooning.  For those who enjoy the sea there is easy access to coastal areas for sailors, wind and kite surfers. 

Towns and cities provide a wealth of cultural activities and amenities.  As well as many theatres and cinemas there is an annual festival of the arts in Bath, a literary and music festival in Cheltenham and an annual music festival in Glastonbury.  Architectural and historical interest includes the Roman Baths in the beautiful Georgian City of Bath, the engineering triumphs of Brunel including the Clifton Suspension Bridge and SS Great Britain in Bristol and Great Western Railway museum in Swindon.  The Second Severn crossing is an impressive modern addition to this list. 

There is ready access to London, the South West, Wales and the Midlands by excellent motorway and rail networks.

To learn more about the people, hospitals and training in our School, please visit our website – www.anaesthesia.severndeanery.nhs.uk.
If you would like any information which you can’t find there, or if you would like to talk about a career in anaesthesia, please do get in touch with Julie Flowers our school manager on 0117 342 3157 who can advise you or arrange an appointment for you to meet Su Underwood, Head of School. 
The Training Programme

The Programme starts with two years Basic training in District General Hospitals around the School, usually one for each year. Candidates are asked to give their preferred location and those with the highest rank at interview are allocated first.  During the first two years the trainee (CT1,2) will do at least 18 and usually 21 months of anaesthesia and 3-6 months of intensive care medicine.  The Primary Fellowship exam (MCQ and Oral parts) must be passed within this period in order to apply for a post at ST3 level. 
For those entering through the ACCS (Anaes) three year programme (CT1,2,2b) the same rules apply to the anaesthesia and intensive care modules.  One year in acute and emergency medicine will also have been completed. 

Successful completion of Basic training is a requirement for application to Specialist training which starts at ST3 (for those from either entry route).  Entry to ST3 will be by open competition.  Intermediate Specialist training follows a two year modular plan to include subspecialties in the teaching hospitals and the Final FRCA, a prerequisite to enter ST5.  

Advanced Specialty training (ST5-7) continues without further interview as long as annual assessments and the FRCA have been passed.  It is during this section of the training programme that further subspecialty experience can be obtained, sometimes outside the Bristol programme.

The full curriculum is described in booklets available on the Royal College of Anaesthetists website at

http://www.rcoa.ac.uk/index.asp?PageID=991
Do take a look around the college site while you’re there, it will give an idea of what is going on in our specialty at the moment

http://www.rcoa.ac.uk/
The Acute Care Common Stem programmes also have a website which you might find useful

http://www.accsuk.org.uk/
Those interested in a career in Intensive Care Medicine should look at the Intercollegiate Board for Training in Intensive Care Medicine (ICBTICM) to see the latest rules and advice given there

http://www.ibticm.org/
For those wishing to pursue a career in Pain Medicine there is information on the College site in the Pain Faculty section

http://www.rcoa.ac.uk/index.asp?PageID=853
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